


Clay bombs fi lled with PLAGUE-INFESTED 
FLEAS were developed by the Japanese 
during World War II. They planned to 
drop the bombs over California, but the 
end of the war put a stop to that. 

In 1939 the London Zoo killed its 
BLACK WIDOW SPIDERS, along with 
other venomous snakes and insects, as a 
precaution against the possibility of their 
being liberated during air raids.

The U.S. Department of Defense is 
developing computer chips that can be 
implanted in CATERPILLARS in the hopes of 
controlling their fl ight paths as butterfl ies 
and using the computer chips to transmit 
data from enemy territory. 

Pain & Suffering
One in four people on the planet is infested 
with ROUNDWORMS, creatures larger than a 
pencil that live in the small intestine.

Contrary to popular belief, the BROWN 
RECLUSE is found in only sixteen states, 
and experts have not verifi ed a single death 
by brown recluse bite in the United States.

BITING MIDGES have been blamed for 
breaking up marriages in Queensland, 
Australia, perhaps because swarms of the 
annoying pests have forced couples to 
spend more time together indoors.

At over two inches long, the GIANT ASIAN 
HORNET delivers a potentially lethal sting 
that has been described as feeling like “a 
hot nail through the leg.”

MOSQUITO-infl icted malaria alone has 
killed more people than all wars combined 
and continues to kill one million people per 
year. Beware: studies show that mosquitoes 
are more attracted to beer drinkers.

The inch-long BULLET ANT, found in South 
America, is said to deliver the world’s most 
painful sting. It gets its name from the fact 
that its bite feels like a gunshot wound.

Botanical Battles
The OLEANDER APHID harvests poisons 
from oleanders and wraps the poison 
around its eggs to protect them from 
predators.

The dreaded JAPANESE BEETLE has a new 
enemy: geraniums (Pelargonium zonale) 
produce a substance that paralyzes the 
beetles for up to twenty-four hours, enough 
time for a predator to attack.

Greek warriors knew that when BEES 
feasted on rhododendron and azalea, the 
plants delivered neurotoxins so potent that 
they remained active in the honey. They 
reserved those beehives for their enemies, 
who succumbed to honey intoxication, also 
called grayanotoxin poisoning.

A minuscule American insect called 
PHYLLOXERA destroyed the French wine 
industry in the late 1800s. The only way to 
save French grapevines was to graft them to 
American rootstock, which resists the pest.

The etchings that illustrate Wicked Bugs were 
created by BRIONY MORROW-CRIBBS using a 
copper etching technique that dates to Rem-
brandt. Working from life, photographs, and 
antique scientifi c illustrations, she sketched each 
of the bugs, then etched the drawing on a copper 
plate coated in a waxy ground. She then dipped 
each plate in a bath of ferric chloride, which 

“bites” into the exposed metal, leaving behind 
lines sunk into the plate. Then she cleaned the 
remaining waxy ground off the plate, coated it 
in ink, and wiped the surface, leaving ink only 
in the etched lines. 

To create the fi nal artwork, Morrow-Cribbs put 
each plate through a high-pressure printing press 
together with a sheet of soft rag paper to make 
the prints, which were then digitized to illustrate 
Wicked Bugs. 

Original, limited edition, hand-tinted 
prints from the book will be on exhibit 

around the country and for sale direct-
ly from the artist. To fi nd out more, visit 
WWW.BRIONYMORROW-CRIBBS.COM.

Brion y Morrow-Cribbs
Briony Morrow-Cribbs began studying 
printmaking with her father, Bruce Morrow, at 
the Cat Skinner Press in Freeland, Washington as 
a teenager. Her printing education continued at 
Bennington College for two years, and in 2005 
Briony graduated from the Emily Carr Institute 
of Art and Design in Vancouver, B.C. with a 
BFA, and is currently studying printmaking at 
the MFA program at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison. She is the 
co-founder of Twin Vixen Press, 
an intaglio-based printmaking 
studio. Morrow-Cribbs 
is represented by 
Davidson Galleries in 
Seattle, WA.
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